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Can hot springs be registered as a Globally Important
Agricultural Heritage Systems Site?

Hiroaki Havasur”

Abstract

On December 10, 2021, I was asked by Bungotakada City, Oita Prefecture, to give a
special lecture on the Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) in Kunisaki
Peninsula and Usa region at the 75th Annual Meeting of the Japanese Society of Hot Spring
Sciences to be held in Bungotakada City in September 2022. I wondered what kind of talk I
could give to the attendees to address their interest in the science of hot springs and to get
them interested in the GIAHS registration process and its current status. Around that time,
I learned that a symposium on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage registration of hot
springs was held at the 74th Annual Meeting of the Japanese Society of Hot Spring Sciences
in Kusatsu Onsen in 2021, and that many discussions were taking place toward its registration.
GIAHS sites are recognized by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO) of the United
Nations as a globally important traditional agricultural, forestry, and fisheries heritage that
is unique and has been handed down over generations. At this time, I realized that it would
be meaningful not only for the participants of the conference on hot spring-related research,
but also for those involved in the GIAHS, to deeply consider what perspectives there are on
the relationship between hot springs and primary industries. This is because there is no
doubt that hot-spring sources can play important roles in providing a permanent energy
supply and essential nutrients for plants and animals in order to achieve sustainable primary
industries. In my lecture, I discussed and presented the application process for a GIAHS, the
outline of the GIAHS in the Kunisaki Peninsula and Usa region, and the relationship between
hot springs and primary industry.
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